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P L A C E  C O R P S

A  y e a r  l o n g ,  e x p e r i e n t i a l  l e a r n i n g  
p r o g r a m  d e s i g n e d  f o r  1 8 - 2 5  y e a r - o l d s .

 
P a r t i c i p a n t s  d e v e l o p  t h e  s k i l l s ,  

a n d  w i s d o m  n e e d e d  t o  l i v e ,  a n d  w o r k  
i n  w a y s  t h a t  m a k e  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  t h e i r  
c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a n d  t h e  E a r t h  t h r i v e .



M I S S I O N

T o  c u l t i v a t e  a  c a l l i n g  t o  k n o w ,  l o v e ,  
a n d  s e r v e  o u r  p l a c e s

V I S I O N

W e  e n v i s i o n  a l l  p l a c e s  t h r i v i n g  i n  
s u p p o r t  o f  l i f e  o n  E a r t h

V A L U E S

O P E N N E S S  b e  c u r i o u s ,  k i n d ,  a n d  
a t t e n t i v e

 
I N T E G R I T Y  a c t  e t h i c a l l y ,  h o n o r  t h e  
w h o l e ,  r e c o g n i z e  s u c c e s s  a s  s h a r e d

 
C O U R A G E  a r i s e  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  o u r  

t i m e  w i t h  c r e a t i v i t y ,  c o m p a s s i o n ,  a n d  
e q u a n i m i t y

 



OUTCOMES + COMPETENCIES
 

O U T C O M E S

Participants learn the practical skills needed to thrive in changing times. Place Corps participants 

emerge as environmental stewards, heart-led leaders and innovators. They depart Place Corps 

equipped and determined to follow their vocation in service of self, others, and the Earth. Potential 

pathways include careers as artists, farmers, entrepreneurs, designers, and community organizers, 

as well as higher education to deepen their knowledge of particular creative inquiries.

 

C O M P E T E N C I E S

Mission Driven Leadership +  Entrepreneurship 

Politics, Ethics, and Aesthetics 

Practical Life Skills 

    Eco Design + Build 

    Regenerative Agriculture

    Home Economics

Creative Praxis

     Applied Creativity

     Personal Practice

Communications 

     Interpersonal

     Written + Media



OUTCOMES + COMPETENCIES
 

 

Mission Driven Leadership + Entrepreneurship

Become effective socio-ecological leaders and good community members equipped to be 

innovative entrepreneurs and changemakers

 

Understanding of Politics, Ethics, and Aesthetics

Integrate contextual ways of thinking in real-world situations through an understanding of complex 

systems and inter-relationships

 

Develop a library of cross-disciplinary theories and practices related to social and environmental 

justice

 

Practical Life Skills 

    Ecological Literacy

Achieve a sophisticated understanding of and personal engagement with ecological systems

 

    Eco Architecture

Develop the vocabulary and skills needed to design and build sustainable context-appropriate 

architecture and landscapes

 

    Regenerative Agriculture

Grow food, increase soil health, and sequester carbon with a variety of organic and biodynamic 

farming practices

 

    Home Economics

Master skills of traditional homesteading, learn the economics of living, develop sustainable 

household governance

 

Creative Praxis

Use research and creative endeavor to explore concepts, experiences, and artifacts related to the 

self and other for well-being

 

Communication Skills

Articulate ideas and share information clearly, using a diversity of approaches

 

 

 

 

D E T A I L E D  C O M P E T E N C I E S  



PEDAGOGY + METHODOLOGY
 

Know, Love, and Serve are the principles of Place Corps guiding framework. 

These are woven throughout all curriculum, serving as a scaffold for the 

calendar year. This framework is applied in three parts: to the self, community 

and the Earth.

 

 

 

 



PEDAGOGY + METHODOLOGY
 

 

E D U C A T I O N  I S  N O T  P R E P A R A T I O N  F O R  L I F E ;  E D U C A T I O N  I S  L I F E  I T S E L F .― J O H N  D E W E Y

Place Corps is an experiential learning program rooted in Progressive and Place-

based education practices, and has an interdisciplinary curriculum.

 

Methods:

 

 

 

 

Courses are interwoven with cross pollinated syllabi

 

Assessment is based on participation with flexible standards, completed by both 

students and educators

 

Learning is through doing

 

Theory becomes praxis 

 

Students test ideas in real life application

 

Classrooms are the local environment, including: the home, the outdoors, and the urban 

centers

 

Educators are co-learners 

 

Curriculum is emergent and collaborative between students and educators

 

 

 



CONCENTRATIONS
 

 

“To teach in a manner that respects and cares for the souls of our students is 

essential if we are to provide the necessary conditions where learning can most 

deeply and intimately begin.”

—  b e l l  h o o k s

PRACTICAL SKILLS
 

Interpersonal 

Written and Media 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS
 

Regenerative Agriculture

Home Economics

Eco-Design + Build

 

 

 

 

Applied Creativity 

Personal Practice 

 

 

 

 

CREATIVE PRAXIS

Salon Series

Place Project

 

 

 

 

POLITICS, ETHICS, 

AND AESTHETICS

Practicum Project
 

 

 

 

LEADERSHIP / 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP



COURSES
 

9 credit hours

 

 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS
 

An introductory course that blends research and theory to help students 

build effective interpersonal communication skills. The course explores 

such basic topics as self-concept and self-disclosure, listening, verbal 

and non-verbal messages, perception, emotions, and conflict 

management. Other communications topics include sexual harassment, 

sex and gender roles, power and relationships, assertiveness training, 

and communication ethics. This course introduces students to the 

theories, concepts, research findings and practical skills of 

communicating with people from diverse ethnic, racial, cultural and 

national backgrounds. Activities and readings are designed to develop 

cultural self-awareness in students. Participants build upon this to 

increase sensitivity and communication competence in an international 

world.

 

 

 

 

INTERPERSONAL (3)

COMPOSITION (3)
An introductory course emphasizing the process and patterns of writing 

college-level expository prose. Included are reading assignments, 

extensive practice in writing clear, well-developed, grammatically 

correct essays, research papers, and reports. Technical writing is 

introduced to prepare students to effectively communicate specialized 

information in professional and workplace settings. Students will learn 

skills and strategies to produce technical information for differing 

audiences and will create documents such as formal and informal 

reports, proposals, cover letters and resumes. Emphasis will be placed 

on audience awareness, document layout and design, and the ability to 

use clear, concise communication.

 

 

 

 



COURSES
 

9 credit hours

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS
 

This course will explore the foundations of human communication in social 

and personal interactions and examine the ways in which digital channels 

influence both the sending and receiving of messages. Content will focus on 

the definition and analysis of rhetoric and presentation; media literacy; 

cultural orientations; gender influences; small-group interaction; and 

interpersonal skills such as listening, language, and non-verbal 

communication. Strategies and techniques for making informative and 

persuasive public presentations, including lesson teaching. Topics include 

audience analysis, issue framing, patterns of development, visual aids, 

participant engagement and oral delivery. Projects include: student taught 

classes and public presentations on place research. Assignments may include 

the design and maintenance of a blog; a webinar presentation; the creation 

of online video content; and other digital forms of communication designed 

to encourage students to become more perceptive, aware, and confident 

communicators in any computer mediated setting. Students self-design 

personal websites to include their Place Corps professional portfolio.

 

 

 

 

FOUNDATIONS OF CONTEMPORARY AND PUBLIC COMMUNICATION (3)



COURSES
 

PRACTICAL SKILLS
 9 credit hours

 

 

 

 

 

This seminar will introduce Regenerative Agriculture core concepts and practices and 

explore how regenerative management practices fit into natural cycles and the 

process of ecological succession. Participants will frame the discussion in the current 

context of agriculture and its impact on the drivers of climate change and 

environmental degradation. With the help of experts, participants delve into the 

scientific literature available on practices inherent to the regenerative philosophy and 

dissect, through a scientific lens, their impact on ecosystem services and resilience. 

Participants will examine various production systems and explore how regenerative 

potential differ with climate and ecozones. Detailed practical information on sourcing 

and starting from organic seed, certification, CSA planning, organic soil fertility, and 

important management options including irrigation and hoophouse operation will be 

introduced. Participants will discuss the ties between RA, the local food movement and 

the people it nourishes.

 

 

 

 

REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE (3)

SEMINAR

Field course covering biodynamic preparations; soil building and working with 

compost; the rhythms of nature and planetary influences on life and growth; 

agricultural handwork and pruning; seed saving and rejuvenation; the honeybee; 

weed and pest control. We will do hands-on work with the horn manure 

preparation, raised beds, and season-appropriate planting.The course seeks to 

develop a comprehensive picture of the theoretical and practical aspects of 

biodynamics and regenerative agriculture, while developing the discipline to 

grow and prepare your own food in a sustainable, accessible, and reflective way.

 

 

 

 

PRACTICAL TRAINING

REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE: SEMINAR AND PRACTICAL TRAINING 



COURSES
 

9 credit hours

 

 

 

 

 

PRACTICAL SKILLS

Students will engage with homestead crafts through professionally guided 

workshops including, but not limited to: foraging, basket weaving, fiber arts, 

natural dye, herbal medicine making + cosmetics, mending and handwork, food 

preparation, fermentations and preservations, and others.

 

 

 

 

HOME ECONOMICS 

FORGOTTEN CRAFT OF THE HOMESTEADER (2)

This course develops the mathematical and quantitative skills required of an 

effective citizen in our complex society. This course is intended to expose 

students to basic tools in mathematics that are relevant to real world 

applications. The goals of this course are to strengthen critical thinking and 

quantitative skills with emphasis on the interpretation of material utilizing 

mathematics, as opposed to the development of simple numerical skills. Students 

will learn how to model real world problems with mathematics and solve them. 

Some of the topics included are personal finance, statistical reasoning, and 

budgeting.

 

 

 

TINY HOUSE DESIGN (3)

DESIGN + BUILD

MATHEMATICS FOR EVERYDAY LIFE (1)

This course is a peer-designed, site-specific, and hands-on intensive course. 

Students will investigate different techniques and models of tiny houses including 

basic carpentry skills while framing and sheathing a wooden tiny house to adobo 

and earthship design. Students will learn design fundamentals and contemplate 

how to efficiently utilize space as they create drawings, plans, and models for 

their own tiny houses. Students will work closely with instructors to build a 

proposed project that will become part of the Place Corps Campus to be used 

and/or finished by the following cohort. Field trips and presentations will 

introduce students to a wide range of design ideas. This course is ongoing 

through the entirety of the Place Corps program.

 

 

 



COURSES
 

6 credit hours

 

 

 

 

 

PRACTICAL SKILLS
 

Ecological Literacy explores ecology from a social, economic, and cultural 

perspective through lectures, discussion, experiential intensives, hands-on 

projects, field trips, community experience, and personal reflection. Students learn 

approaches and acquire tools that can be applied to creative problem solving 

relative to ecological literacy - an understanding of the patterns and principles 

that underlie all living systems.

 

The 4-week curriculum for the Ecological Literacy Immersion Program (ELIP) is 

designed to give participants a deeper understanding of natural systems and 

how to live, work, and design for regeneration within them. Participants will 

learn patterns, principles, and practices of regenerative design, and apply them 

to personal goals, the physical and ecological landscape, and social systems. 

Participants who complete this four-work course and present their design 

projects will earn an internationally recognized Permaculture Design Certificate 

through the Omega Institute and three-credits at SUNY College of 

Environmental Science and Forestry.

 

 

 

 

ECOLOGICAL LITERACY IMMERSION PROGRAM (3)



COURSES
 

9 credit hours

 

 

 

 

 

CREATIVE PRAXIS
 

This studio course introduces participants to the therapeutic functions of art for 

self-knowledge and authentic communication and connection. The aim is for 

students to become familiar with art therapy methods and techniques whose 

primary objective is to develop creative expressions. Participants conduct direct 

experiments to understand the function of art within a critical context related to 

the self. This hands-on experience will then be reflected upon with the theoretical 

ideas outlined in the required readings. Participants engage with a variety of art 

materials ranging from the more traditional to less common. The aim is to 

facilitate self-expression on a non-verbal and creative level in order to recognize 

a more holistic form of human communication and tool for self-awareness.

 

 

 

 

CREATIVITY + COURAGE: INTRODUCTION TO ART AS THERAPY (2)

APPLIED CREATIVITY

EMPOWERING COMMUNITY THROUGH CREATIVE EXPRESSION(2)
How can the arts affect change in communities? This course challenges the 

understanding of what it means to be empowered and how to be an agent of 

empowerment and courageous actions. The class fosters students’ ability to apply 

creativity and the arts as a catalyst for change in issues of social and ecological 

justice. Students explore how Socially Engaged art as a genre affects personal, 

community, and societal transformation.

 

 

 

 

CREATIVE AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL WRITING (2)
What is the self and how to describe it? This is an introductory course in 

autobiographical writing using multiple creative forms. Weekly writing and reading 

assignments in hybrid, fiction, poetry and other forms emphasize the creative 

process and specific techniques from initial idea through final revision. Class 

sessions are devoted to generative creative writing and examining students' 

written and creative work.

 

 

 

 



COURSES
 

9 credit hours

 

 

 

 

 

CREATIVE PRAXIS
 

PERSONAL PRACTICE

MINDFULNESS PRACTICE AND THEORY (1)
This course in its retreat format offers an introduction to mindfulness in the 

context of a wilderness backpacking meditation retreat. Students will learn 

basic mindfulness meditation practices integrated into a weekend of 

wilderness. Topics of instruction include: sitting and walking meditation, 

methods for deepening positive emotions, methods for integrating more 

awareness and creativity into ordinary activities, the emerging science on the 

beneficial effects of mindfulness practice for mental and physical health, 

relational mindfulness, and deeper awareness of the natural world. This 

experiential course is designed for beginners, which means that no prior 

experience with meditation is necessary. However, the course is also suitable 

for those with meditation experience who want to refine their skills.

 

 

 YOGA THERAPY (2)
Yoga is an ancient system that includes asana (poses), pranayama (controlled 

breath), meditation and yoga philosophy. Yoga therapy is a holistic discipline 

combining traditional modes of practice with study of anatomy and physiology. 

This class will introduce the student to the fundamentals of a Yoga Therapy 

practice in a safe, supportive and academic environment. Participants will learn 

basic anatomy and physiology from a Yogic and Western perspective. This class 

will enable students to develop healthy coping practices for mental and 

physical health and overall quality of life. Students will develop a self yoga 

practice to maintain flexibility, develop optimal functioning of the nervous and 

endocrine systems, calm the mind, relieve stress and improve self-discipline.

 

 

 



COURSES
 

3 credit hours

 

 

 

 

 

POLITICS, ETHICS, AND AESTHETICS
 

This course is composed of a weekly lecture with visiting practitioners to explore 

intersections of global problems, practical experience and philosophies, followed 

by a roundtable discussion and Salon Dinner, budgeted for using skills developed 

in Math for Everyday. Through lectures, symposia, seminars, readings, discussions, 

excursions, scholarly writing, and a culminating Place Project, the Salon Series 

aims to nurture and bridge key issues in place through critical engagement with 

problems that impede the development of a sustainable global civil society. The 

Salon Students are expected to think and make collaboratively, expansively, and 

rigorously, honing their methodological and creative research skills, en route to 

preparing papers for their professional portfolio, planning and creating their Place 

and Practicum Projects, and contemplating post-program life.

 

 

 

 

SALON SERIES (3)

MATERIAL CULTURE
In this seminar, students examine anthropological approaches to material 

culture and consumption: the practices, relations, and rituals through which 

things-- from food and clothing to shell valuables or money-- become 

meaningful.

 

 

 

CONTEMPORARY ART AND ACTIVISM
This seminar will trace the ways that art has been conceived as a form of 

political activism and will analyze strategies such as social practice, relational 

aesthetics, new genre public art, tactical media, critical geography, useful art, 

and the interactions among artists and Occupy.

 

 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE: UPROOTING RACISM WITH SOUL FIRE FARM
This is a theory and action workshop to uproot systemic racism in organizations 

and society. Together with Soul Fire Farm, students delve into topics such as the 

history and structural realities of food injustice; intersectionality and privilege; 

and redlining, gentrification, and urban agriculture. Participants will examine 

personal and societal roles of complicity in and resistance to the system. Much 

of the time will be spent developing tangible action plans.

 



COURSES
 

3 credit hours

 

 

 

 

 

POLITICS, ETHICS, AND AESTHETICS
 

SALON SERIES CONTINUED 

ORAL HISTORY IMMERSION  
This workshop will guide participants through oral history as a methodology and 

genre. It will cover interview techniques, audio tutorials, ethics, and the design 

elements of an oral history project and ethnographic projects. Participants 

discuss a variety of histories (community, family, institutional) and other sub-

categories, while looking at the broad range of disciplines/subjects that oral 

history can address and aid.

 

 

This is an integrated overview of the science of climate change and an analysis 

of the implications of this change for patterns of daily life around the world.

 

GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE: ON THE SCIENCE, SOCIAL IMPACT, AND DIPLOMACY

LIVING & DYING BETTER

OTHER SEMINARS IN THE SALON SERIES

ENTREPRENEURSHIP/ BUSINESS MODELS

ALTERNATIVE ECONOMY

CITIZEN SCIENCE

INDIGENOUS WISDOM

FOOD SOVEREIGNTY

ENGAGING IN DEMOCRACY 

Death and illness often remain taboo subjects, causing unpreparedness and 

trauma to already challenging situations. Questions and topics that will be 

examined include: Protocols and rights that family and friends have when 

dealing with the death of a loved one. How to prepare for death and sickness 

(wills, health proxies). Grief. How to seek a variety of support for mental illness 

for oneself and loved ones. 

 

 



COURSES
 

3 credit hours

 

 

 

 

 

LEADERSHIP/ENTREPRENEURSHIP
 

THE PRACTICE OF WORK: SERVING SELF, COMMUNITY, & EARTH (3)
PRACTICUM PROJECT

The “practice” of work refers to the idea that it is important to practice 

something, to rehearse, to experiment. Participants will create a service project 

and participate with an organization or enterprise to actualize it. Through their 

projects, participants will work to deliver value to the organization, their 

community, and the Earth; they are also understood to be learning, to be 

practicing. Participants will gain experience with managing a project, building 

interpersonal skills, and working with a community. The Practicum Project 

culminates in a written project report, that includes documentation along with 

their mentor's feedback.

 

“And there is the thing that one does, the needle one plies, the work, and within 

that work a chance to take thoughts that are hot and formless and to place 

them slowly and with meticulous effort into some shapely heat-retaining form, 

even as gods, or nature, or the soundless wheels of time have made forms all 

across the soft, curved universe--that is to say, having chosen to claim my life, I 

have made for myself, out of work and love, a handsome life”

—  M a r y  O l i v e r



CURRICULUM AT A GLANCE
 



SAMPLE WEEKS AT A GLANCE
 



SAMPLE 2019 READING LIST 
 Activism, Politics and Social Design

Designing Regenerative Cultures--Daniel Wahl

When Everyone Designs--Manzini

Emergent Strategy--adrienne maree brown

Stride To Freedom--Martin Luther King

Pedagogy of the Oppressed--Paulo Friere

On Dialogue--David Bohm

White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack--Peggy McIntosh

The Case for Reparations--Ta-Nehisi Coates

Rewriting the Racial Rules: Building on Inclusive American Economy--Andrea Flynn

The Souls of Black Folks--W.E.B. Du Bois

 

 

Progressive Education

Art as Experience-John Dewey

Deschooling Society-Ivan Illich

 

 

Economics/Climate/Ecology

This Changes Everything--Naomi Klein

The More Beautiful World Our Hearts Know is Possible.  Sacred Economics.--Charles Eisenstien

Small is Beautiful--EF Schumacher

Drawdown--Paul Hawken

Surviving the Future: Culture, Carnival and Capital in the Aftermath of the Market Economy

--David Fleming and Shaun Chamberlin

Tools for Conviviality--Ivan Illich

Making Home--Sharon Astyk

Slow Living-Wendy Parking and Geoffrey Craig

Give Me Liberty: A Handbook for American Revolutionaries--Naomi Wolf

Deep Ecology--Bill Devall and George Sessions

Designing Regenerative Cultures--Daniel Wahl

 

 

Food/Farming/Building/Living

One Straw Revolution--Masanoba Fukuoka

Farming While Black--Leah Penniman

Animal, Vegetable, Miracle--Barbara Kingsolver

The Resilient Farm and Homestead: An Innovative Permaculture and Whole Systems Design Approach--Ben Falk

Paradise Lot: Two Plant Geeks, One-Tenth of an Acre, and the Making of an Edible Garden Oasis in the City--Eric Toensmeier & Jonathan Bates

Making Home:Adapting Our Homes and Our Lives to Settle in Place--Sharon Astyk

 

 

 

Futurism

Parable of the Sower-Octavia Butler

 

Spirituality

Thich Nhat Hanh

Dalai Lama

 

 

Poetry

Rumi

Rilke

Adrienne Rich

Mary Oliver

 

 

Art/Creativity

The Artists Way--Julia Cameron

The Creative Habit--Twyla Tharp

Releasing the Imagination--Maxine Greene

The Courage to Create--Dr. Rollo May

Art as Medicine--Shuan Mcniff

 

 

Indigenous Wisdom

Braiding Sweet Grass--Robin Wall Kimmerer

 

 

Ethnography + Histories

Barracoon--Zora Neale Hurston

Our Beloved Kin--Lisa Brooks

 

 

Place + Community

Lure of the Local--Lucy Lippard

Consulting the Genius of the Place--Wes Jackson  

Becoming Native to This Place--Wes Jackson 

The Soul of Place--Michael Jones

Conservation is Good Work--Wendell Berry

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal Development

All About Love--bell hooks

Let Your Life Speak--Parker Palmer

Theory U--Otto Scharmer

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PLACE BASE
 

Place Corps is a joint initiative of Hawthorne Valley Association and The Good Work Institute.

 

Our residential eco-campus is situated on Hawthorne Valley Farm, a 900-acre Demeter 

certified 650A Biodynamic® farm in Ghent, NY. This beautiful rural setting is also home to the 

Hawthorne Valley Waldorf K-12 school, the Earth School, the Farm Store, and more, all as part 

of the Hawthorne Valley Association.

 

Place Corps is nested in the Good Work Institute Network. A network of professionals working 

at the forefront of regenerative change in the Hudson Valley bio-region. Participants have 

the opportunity to learn directly with the Good Work Fellows, discovering what it means to do 

good work in urban and rural settings. Upon graduation, Place Corps participants join the 

Good Work Institute Network for lifelong connection and professional support.

 

 

www.placecorps.com

hello@placecorps.com

#845-481-3117

@place_corps
 


